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For the purposes to finance their business operations, firms have incentives to engage
in corporate tax avoidance activities when managerial incentives increase as
compared to managerial costs. These activities are significantly high when firms are
in the financial distress zone.Companies that experience financial distress are forced
to take risks to avoid tax in line with the need for higheravailability of cash, so they
will ignore the negative image that might result as a consequence of tax avoidance.
Thus, the purpose of this research is to test the level of tax avoidance during the
financial crisis by the method of meta-heuristic algorithms. For this purpose, the data
of 86 companies admitted to the Tehran Stock Exchange were analyzed using the
particle aggregation optimization algorithm. The findings of the research show that
the optimal level of tax avoidance of companies increases during the financial crisis.
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